WGHS GRADUATION CEREMONY & PRACTICES

All practices for graduation are MANDATORY!  You must attend all practices in order to participate in the ceremony Saturday morning.

All financial obligations must be cleared before participating in graduation.  This includes, but it is not limited to the Holds List and returning textbooks.
DRESS CODE:

Females:






Males:
White shirt






White collared dress shirt 

Black skirt or dress pants




Black dress pants

Low or flat black dress shoes (No flip



Black dress shoes 



Flops or leg laces allowed)




(no tennis shoes or boots)

Simple jewelry- no large or dangling



Earrings
White dresses that are not longer than your gown are okay.








This attire is required any time the cap and gown are worn except for the group picture.

*Violations of the dress code will result in loss of participation in the ceremony
ARRIVAL TIMES
Baccalaureate

TBA
Graduation practice
7:20 on the field Thursday and Friday

Graduation

8:00 am in the Field House Saturday morning
CONDUCT
Graduation is the largest academic event held in the community each year.  Graduation is a DIGNIFIED ceremony that will leave a lasting impression on all that attend.  Exemplary behavior and flawless execution of the ceremony are essential.  The ceremony is to honor an entire class of graduates.  An individual does not have the right to ruin the ceremony for everyone else.  All school rules will be enforced including the school dress code and the dress described above.  During the ceremony, you should remain alert, quiet, and courteous at all times.  Remind guests that they too should be quiet and only applaud at the appropriate time.  Rude, unruly, or disruptive behavior will necessitate removal by security personnel.  
IMPORTANT-GRADUATES DO NOT RECEIVE DIPLOMAS DURING THE CEREMONY.   You must report to the concession stand after the ceremony to pick up your diploma.  Any graduate who exhibits inappropriate behavior before or during the ceremony will report to Dr. Callahan the week of May 18th to discuss the diploma and possible legal action.
GUESTS
ALL CELL PHONES SHOULD BE TURNED OFF OR ON SILENT.  Guests should not use cell phones during the ceremony.

We strongly discourage guests from bringing small children to the ceremony.  If they must be present, they will not be allowed to sit higher than half way up the bleachers for safety reasons.  Gates will open at 8:00 a.m. and the home gate will close at 8:50. Anyone coming in after 8:50 will be directed to the visitor stands. Handicapped parking will be available for those with proper designation.  Guests should wear “Sunday clothes” to the ceremony.

Guests will be seated in the home side stands on a first come basis.  All field chairs are reserved seating.    

Rain Plan-
The decision to move graduation inside due to inclement weather will be made by 8:00 am Saturday morning. Each senior will be given a set number of tickets for gym entrance.  Each person will need a ticket to enter.  Guests should bring tickets in the event of a last minute location change.  Closed circuit television will be set up in the cafeteria and should be used by those choosing to bring small children.  Additional adult seating will be available in the auditorium in the event of rain.
PHOTOGRAPHY

Information about the individual photos taken when you receive your diploma will be distributed at practice.  Individual photo proofs will be mailed to the senior’s address.  Your family may take personal photos from their seats. No one will be permitted to stand in the aisles or move in front of others.  NO ONE will be permitted to block the view of another audience member.

Thursday, May 14th practice:

Practice is from 7:20 to 12:00.  School dress code applies.  DO NOT go in the building for any reason without permission from Ms. Bond, Ms. Head, Mrs. Cruikshank, Mrs. Wade, or Mr. Alligood.  WEAR SUNSCREEN AND BRING PLENTY OF WATER.

Friday, May 15th practice:
Practice is from 7:20 – 12:00. This is the last chance for everything to be in order before the ceremony.  Bring your cap and gown for the group picture. You must be in the picture even if you do not intend to buy one.  No one will be dismissed until 12:00. The price for the picture will be announced later. 
Saturday Morning, May 16th Graduation Ceremony
ALL seniors are to report to the field house by 8:00 am. SENIORS AND FACULTY ONLY will be allowed in the field house. Upon arrival, you will need to check in with Ms. Bond or Mrs. Cruikshank. DO NOT bring personal items, keys etc. to the field house as you will not be allowed to go back after the ceremony. We will line up at 8:45 am SHARP and graduation will begin exactly at 9:00 am.

Diplomas will be picked up at the concession stand unless it has been pulled due to inappropriate behavior.

If you or your parents have any questions, please contact members of the graduation committee at the following 
e-mail addresses:

Casey Bond cbond@walton.k12.ga.us 
Mitch Alligood malligood@walton.k12.ga.us 

Angie Head ahead@walton.k12.ga.us
Anne Cruikshank acruikshank@walton.k12.ga.us  

WGHS phone # 678-507-3900
Seniors:  please read over the following procedures and complete the last page and return it to one of the above teachers. By signing the last page, you are acknowledging that you have received the graduation procedures and will share these procedures with your parents. You may not participate in the graduation ceremony until we have your signed graduation procedure agreement.  
I, ____________________________________, have received and read the graduation procedures for Walnut Grove High School. I will comply with these procedures and will share them with my family.
Student Signature





Date

